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This one-day workshop seeks to explore what new directions are emerging in the field of 
Commonwealth History. 
 
There has been a sense in recent years that the idea of Commonwealth History has fallen out of 
fashion. This has partly been the consequence of efforts to open up new areas of global and 
comparative history which transcend national and imperial borders. It is also due to the politically 
contentious notion of the Commonwealth itself, with its implication of a largely peaceful and 
benign transition from Empire to a friendly association of like-minded countries.  
 
Yet significant and exciting new work continues to be produced in the field. The question of the 
ways in which the legacy of Imperialism continues to shape the modern world has lost none of its 
urgency. Brexit in particular has revived debates about the extent to which the UK is afflicted by a 
particular form of ‘Imperial nostalgia’. In the context of these debates, the Commonwealth, as one 
of the most conspicuous legacies of the British Empire, takes on a renewed significance as subject 
of investigation. The recent ‘Windrush scandal’ has also focused attention of questions of race, 
nationality and belonging, in which the Commonwealth features as a focus of identity that was 
increasingly marginalised by post-war British immigration and citizenship legislation. And the 
‘cultural turn’ in history has encouraged a shift in attention away from high diplomacy towards a 
variety of civil society networks which developed in response to or mapped onto the 
Commonwealth.  
 
We seek papers that explore a variety of aspects of Commonwealth history. These may include: 

 

 Debates around the idea of the Commonwealth; 

 Migration, displacement and diasporas  

 Race, immigration and citizenship  

 Gender and sexuality 

 Military and intelligence liaison 

 Religious, educational and cultural networks  

 The Commonwealth as an element in health, aid and trade policy 

 Commonwealth diplomacy 

 
Please submit a 200-word abstract, paper title, and one-page biographical note to 
Professor Philip Murphy (philip.murphy@sas.ac.uk) by Monday 16 March 2020. 
 


